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In the ancient city of Poompuhaar, the grand wedding of Kovalan and

Kannaki marks the union of two wealthy merchant families,

celebrated with lavish splendor. But their happiness ends when

Kovalan falls for Mathavi, a mesmerizing dancer, and abandons his

wife.

Heartbroken, Kannaki forgives him when he returns penniless, and

they embark on a perilous journey to Madurai to rebuild their lives

with the proceeds of selling one of Kannaki’s precious golden anklets

containing precious stones.
 

Fate takes a cruel turn when Kovalan, wrongfully accused of theft, is

executed by the King's men. Devastated, Kannaki sets out to clear his

name, confronting the King with the truth that the anklet was hers

and not stolen from the queen’s as hastily concluded by the king who

ordered her husband's execution. Enraged by the enormous injustice

suffered in this new place, she curses the city, condemns it to burn,

sparing only the virtuous.

Synopsis

About the Play
Ilango Adikal, the author of Silapathikaram, written around 1,800

years ago, emphasises themes of fate, the virtue and resilience of

women, and the pursuit of justice. The epic also highlights religious

harmony that was then the norm in the Tamil land.

This play is a true adaptation of Poet Ilango’s original work, presented

without interpretation. The cast includes alumni of Bharathi

Academy, along with a few current students and teachers.
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